
Dear Chapter Members and Friends:

We hope everyone is well and enjoying some lovely rides with all of the beautiful weather
we are having.

We realize we have been rather quiet over the past few months.  We have been locked in
“preservation mode,” waiting to see how life in these opening phases will affect any
educational events or shows we plan on hosting.

While we have been on stand-by, Earl Warren Showgrounds has been transforming in
momentous fashion.  In a community effort led by chapter members Karen Christensen,
Kathy O’Conner, and Michele Bandinu, with PR support from Lynne Sherman, Earl
Warren is getting a major and much needed overhaul. We are especially excited about the
new footing in both the Dome and Mountain View arenas and the gorgeous new fencing
and judges’ stands, which will vastly improve the show experience. Barn renovation will be
done later this summer and fall. We all look forward to experiencing the improvements that
have been made to the property and are grateful to all the members of the chapter who
have supported this gargantuan project in some way.

Within a week, we will be conducting a survey to gather information on how members,
competitors, and volunteers feel about venturing out to participate in chapter events for the
remainder of the year, in particular, our annual summer show, scheduled for August 15-
16.  The survey will be very short and to the point, and we hope you will respond right
away so we can gauge the chapter’s overall interest. A lot of effort goes into planning
shows, clinics, and social events, so we only want to move forward if we can count on
your support.

The search continues for a volunteer who would like to head our awards
committee.  This can be such a fun task for someone who likes to seek out new and
interesting prizes for our show winners and year-end riders. If anyone is interested in
coming aboard and handling awards, please contact Gina von der Berg
at amour4paws@gmail.com.

One last item on our wish list is a volunteer who would like to handle public relations for
the chapter. This would involve Facebook and Instagram postings, Constant Contact
announcements, and even some local press breaks with Noozhawk, the Independent,
Santa Barbara News Press, and KEYT.  It would be great to find an outgoing, social-
media-savvy person to help get the word out to the local equestrian community about our
chapter events. If you are interested in this fun opportunity, please contact Lindsey Reed
at Lreed@silcom.com

As you have probably noticed, the chapter’s fundraising activities have been on the back
burner recently, as the board understands all the pressure everyone has been under just
coping with COVID-19 restrictions. But . . . if you would like to make a donation to the
chapter to help out with future shows, awards, clinics, and social events, please contact
Lynne Sherman, our Sponsorship Chair, at sponsorshipchairsbccds@gmail.com

Before we sign off, we'd like to welcome two new members who have joined our chapter.

Mattie White is a JR/YR spending the
summer at home in Santa Barbara after
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Mattie White and Cassie

finishing her first year in the Equine
Science program at Colorado State
University. Mattie plans to show her horse
Casandra (Cassie) at 3rd level before they
both return to Colorado in August. She
looks forward to being part of the Santa
Barbara Chapter of the CDS family and
being able to grow and support one another
through the competition season.

Lisa Lorden and Genuina

Lisa Lorden is a Santa Barbara native who
has loved horses from the start. She has
owned and ridden horses for most of her
life; however, she took a break for about 20
years. She returned to riding about 5 years
ago, and has leased the Andalusian mare
she rides now, Genuina, for the last 4
years. They take lessons with Louise
Caccese, and enjoy strengthening their
bond through dressage. When not riding,
Lisa does oil painting, especially horses
and dogs. She is married and has four
rescue dogs.

One of Lisa Lorden's lovely equestrian portraits.

Welcome, Mattie and Lisa!

And to you all, stay healthy, stay safe, ride often, and watch your in-box for our survey. We
are counting on you to respond so we can make the rest of the year exactly what you’d like
it to be!

Mary Couch, SBC-CDS Chair
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